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International  ’  ilitary  Tribunal 
Far  Hast 


Tho  United  St^t'-s  of  America  and  ethers, 
versus 

ARAL  I  Sadao  and  Others. 

Affidavit 

I  air.  I  ATSUIJUI.A  i’o  okatsv,  formerly  lajor-Genaral  of 
the  Japanese  Army,  ard  '"as  horn  In  the  32nd  year  of  leijl 
/1899^*  I  state  here  as  follows:  - 

1  served  in  the  Japanese  Army  General  Staff  Office 
in  various  c-  pr.citios  in  and  after  the  4th  year  of  SKO.VA 
/19P9/.  In  October  of  the  l^tV  year  of  SKOWA  /1941  / .  I 
bee: me  chief  of  the  ^th  seetior  (Soviet  Russian  Intelligence) 
of  the  Pr.d  dept.  (Intelligence)  in  the  Army  General  Staff 
Office.  In  August  of  l"th  year  of  SHCWA  /l9/3 /»  1  was 
transferred  from  that  post  to  that  of  the  chief  of  the  1st 
section  (operations)  of  the  iv;anturg  Army  Headauarters . 

In  harch  of  20th  year  of  SHOW,  /IQ 45/  I  was  appointed 
Vice-Chief  of  Staff,  Kwantung  Army,  remaining  in  that  post 
until  the  surrender. 

I  testify  as  follows  tho  facts  I  knew  in  relation 
to  my  duties  during  tho  period  mentioned  above :- 

1)  Having*  arrived  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Kwantung 
Army  in  the  18th  year  of  SHC7A  /19^3/>  I>  the  Chief  of 
the  Strategy  Section,  was  first  of  all  informed  of  the 
operations  plan  kept  by  the  Headquarters.  At  this  time  I 
v/as  informed  of  the  directives  of  the  Army  General  Staff 
concerning  the  operations  plan  against  Soviet  Rus: ia  f£r 
the  17th  year  of  SHCWA  and  the  operations  plan  x 

itself  of  the  Kwantung  Army  Headquarters  based  upon  the 
said  directives. 

Tho  directives  of  the  Army  General  Staff  instructed 
the  Kwantung  Army  headquarters  to  form  an  operations  plan 
against  Soviet  Russia  with  tho  occupation  of  the  Haritimo 
Provinces  of  Soviet  Russia  and  tho  destruction  of  tho  air¬ 
bases  in  the  Maritime  Province  as  the  general  objectives, 
and  also  to  focus  the  principal  attack  upon  Voroshilov. 

It  was  rlso  written  in  the  directives  that  the  Kwantung 
Army  should  make  preparations  for  further  operations  after 
occupation  of  the  I  aritime  Provinces. 

The  operations  plan  made  by  the  Kv/ar.tung  Army  Head¬ 
quarters  according  to  the  above  directives  in  17th  year,  of 
SliOWA  7194-2/  contained  the  following  itonis:  - 
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1)  Tha  genaral  tasks  of  the  ICwantung  Army. 

2)  Distribution  of  military  strength. 

3)  The  tasks  of  tho  different  fronts  and  ?rrcios. 

Tho  tasks  as  set  forth  in  tha  afore-mentioned 
directive  of  tho  A rmy  Genoral  Staff  v/ero  indie;  ted  as 
tho  general  tasks  of  tho  Kwantur.g  Army. 

In  the  itoni  of  tha  distribution  of  military  strength, 
it  was  planned  that  the  First  Front,  tho  Second  Front 
and  tho  Sixth  Army  should  pa  uicipate  in  tho  operation 
against  Soviet  Russia.  The  First  Front  comprised  A  armies 
(tho  2nd,  3rd,  20th.  5th  Army),  consisting  of  15  infantry 
divisions,  and  2  tank  divisions.  Furthermore,  besides 
tho  First  Front  Armies,  ore  independent  infantry  division 
was  stationed  at  CHI A!  USf  in  order  to  protect  the  left 
wing  of  the  First  Area  Army. 

The  Second  Frort  was  planned  to  comprise  two  Armies 
(the  Fourth  Army  and  a  cortafn  other  Army)  consisting  of 
seven  divisions?  and  tho  Sixth  Army  consisting  of  four 
divisions.  Besides  these  there  //ore  throe  infantry 
divisions  as  the  general  reserve  of  the  Kwantung  Army  and 
the  Second.  Air  Force  Army  consisting  of  four  air  divisions 
•vero  under  direct  cortrol  of  the  Hwantung  Army. 

In  the  item  concerning  the  tasks  of  the  different 
fronts  and  armies,  tho  tack  of  tha  v;.rst  Front  was 
indicated  ~.s  follows:  that  zhe  S  vw.d  Army  should  attack 
from  CKIEI-TAC  Area  toward  tha  Son i' V;?  r.  CKSURI  nrea*  that 
the  Third  Army  should  attack  fic-m  .FOi  r.G  Area  toward 
VOROSHILOV*  that  tho  Twentieth  Army  should  attack  from 
tho  area  to  the  west  of  Lake  Khanka  toward  VOROSHILOV; 
and  that  the  Fifth  i.rmv  should  ntte^k  from  HUTOV/  Area 
toward  1.  AN  Area  and  thereby  cut  off  the  enemy's  communica¬ 
tions  extending  from  south  to  north  ar  d  later  have  one 
part  of  the  force  cover  tho  north  and  have  another  part 
advance  southward  to  facilitate  the  attack  of  the  main 
force  on  VOROSHILOV .  Although  it  is  not  expressly 
indicated  in  tho  plan,  ic  can  bo  presumed  that  the 
occupation  of  VLADIVOSTOK  was  to  follow  that  of  VOROSHILOV. 

Tho  tasks  of  the  Second  Rront  wore  indicated  as 
follows-  that  the  Fourth  Army  and  a  certain  other  Army 
should  be  stationed  in  the  SfTF-"'H  and  K2I-K0  -.reas 
respectively,  where  they  rare  to  chock  the  Soviet  Army 
in  tha  A!  IT.  River  Area . 
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1)  Tho  genoral  tasks  of  the  kvmntung  Army. 

2)  Distribution  of  military  strong th. 

3)  The  tasks  of  tho  different  fronts  and  armies. 

The  tasks  as  set  forth  in  the  afore-mentioned 
directive  of  the  Army  General  Staff  v/ere  indicated  as 
the  general  tasks  of  tho  Hwentung  Army. 

In  the  item  of  tho  distribution  of  military  strength, 
it  v/as  planned  that  the  First  Front.,  the  Second  Front 
and  tho  Sixth  Army  should  p;-  •v.icipate  in  tho  operation 
against  Soviet  Russia.  The  First  Front  comprised  4  armies 
(tho  2nd,  3rd»  20th,  5th  Army),  consisting  of  15  infantry 
divisions,  and  2  tank  divisions.  Furthermore,  besides 
tho  First  Front  Armies,  or.  independent  infantry  division 
was  statiored  at  CHIAIUSU  in  order  to  protect  the  loft 
’.ving  of  tho  First  Area  Army. 

The  Second  Front  was  planned  to  compriso  two  Armies 
(the  Fourth  Army  and  a  cortege  other  Army)  consisting  of 
seven  divisions?  and  the  Sixth  Army  consisting  of  four 
divisions.  Besides  these  there  wore  throe  infantry 
divisions  as  the  general  reserve  of  the  Hwantung  Army  and 
the  Second  Air  Force  Army  consisting  of  four  air  divisions 
wero  under  direct  control  of  the  Kwartung  Army. 

In  the  item  concerning  the  tasks  of  the  different 
fronts  and  armies,  the  task  of  th>  First  Front  v/as 
indicated  ns  follows:  that,  the  S  ooi.d  Army  should  attack 
from  CHIEI  TAC  Area  toward  the  South  :?  n  CoSURI  h rea*  that 
the  Third  Army  should  attack  f i  cm  FCMFG  Area  toward 

VOROSHILOV*  that  tho  Twentieth  Army  should  attack  from 
tho  area  to  tho  west  of  Lake  Khanka  toward  VOROSHILOV: 
and  that  the  Fifth  ..rmv  should  ott-i^k  from  HUTOV/  Area 
toward  li  AN  Area  and  thereby  cut  off  the  enemy's  comnur lec¬ 
tions  oxtending  from  south  to  north  and  later  have  one 
part  of  the  force  cover  tho  north  and  have  another  part 
advance  southward  to  facilitate  tho  attack  of  the  main 
force  on  VOROSHILOV.  Although  it  is  not  expressly 
indicated  in  the  plan.,  ic  can  ho  presumed  that  the 
occupation  of  VLADIVOSTOK  was  to  follow  that  of  VOROSHILOV. 

Tho  tasks  of  cho  Second  vront  wore  indicated  as 
follows:  that  the  Fourth  Army  and  a  certain  other  Army 
should  be  stationed  in  the  end  K3T-K0  -.rens 

respectively,  where  they  rare  to  chock  the  Soviet  Army 
in  the  A!  IT.  River  Area . 
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The  task  of  the  Sixth  Arry  was  to  stand  or.  the 
defensive  in  the  HSINCAN  r.ountnin-ranro  against  the 
Soviet  Army  from  ZABAII1ALYE  and  cover  the  offensive 
operation  of  tho  First  Front. 

Tho  operations  plan  against  Soviet  Russia  for  SLCVA 
17  /1%2/  was  s  if  rod  by  General  UTEZU,  Commander  of  tho 
Kwantv.ng  Ari.y,  Lieutenant-General  EASAHARA,  Chief  of 
Staff,  '*nd  Colonol  TAI.URA,  Chief  of  tho  Operations  Section. 

It  v?q s  not  clear  to  mo  whether  a  var  against  the 
Soviet  Union  would  ba  carried  on.  I  know  or.ly  of  matters 
related  to  operations.  matters  concerning  the  political 
aims  of  war  against  Soviet  Russia  wore  under  the  authority 
of  the  government,  and  I  know  nothing  about  thorn.  As  for 
the  operations  plan  against  Soviet  Russia  for  ShC’/A  18 
/19^3/  the  Army  General  Staff  gave  u.s  no  new  directives 
whatever.  Therefore,  according  to  tho  rcnural  practice 
in  the  Army,  the  plan  for  SKCY/A  17  /1942/  vis  followed 
in  SBC7/A  18  >iy.  3  7  as  wall. 

Immediately  after  my  assumption  of  office  in  October 
1941  as  Chief  of  the  £th  Section  (Soviet-relations)  of 
tho  2nd  Department,  Lieutenant  General  Ci'X  OTC,  Seifulcu, 
the  Chief  of  tho  2nd  department,  gave  mo  an  order  in  his 
office  to  deliver  tho  intelligence  relating  to  the 
Soviet  Union  collected  by  the  r'th  Section  to  the  l6th 
Section  (GERI.AN  RELATIONS)  of  tho  2nd  Department.  Cn 
this  occasion,  Lt.  -General  OiiAi  CTO  explained  to  me  that 
tho  intelligence  was  wanted  by  I31ETSCFJ  \R,  German 
military  attache.  Thenceforth,  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  riven  by  Lt. -General  C: A.  CTC,  Seifuku,  Chief  of 
the  2nd  Department,  and  his  successor  Lt. -General 
ARISUE,  Soizo,  I  systematically  forwarded  to  the  16th 
Section  (CSR?  AN  RELATIONS)  for  Colonel  /.RETSCKN3R  the 
intelligence  regarding  Soviet  military  forces,  their 
disposition  in  the  Far  East,  war  potential  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  movement  of  Soviet  divisions  to  the  west  from  the 
Far  Erst,  internal  movements  of  Soviet  strength,  and 
reconstruction  of  the  withdrawn  Soviet  industries.  These 
intelligences  were  based  upon  m-torials  reported  to  the 
General  Staff  Office  from  Japanese  milit-ry  attaches  in 
UGSCGV/  and  various  other  intolli/ ancc  sources.  They 
wore  arranged  by  officers  of  ny  section  and  after  my 
examination  were  delivered  dir  ctly  to  the  16th  Section. 
Sometimes  important  ones  ".'are  delivered  to  tho  loth  Section 
after  I  had  examined  them  and  after  Chief  of  the  2nd 
Department  had.  gone  over  them. 


I 
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The  task  of  the  Sixth  Army  was  to  stand  on  the 
defensive  in  the  RSIFGAU  r.ountr in-ranro  against  the 
Soviet  Arny  from  ZA3AIF.ALYE  and  cover  the  offensive 
operation  of  the  First  Front. 

The  operations  plan  gainst  Soviet  Russia  for  SfcCVA 
17  /19<2/  was  signed  by  General  UI'EZU,  Commander  of  tho 
hv/antvng  Ar:,y,  Lieutenant-General  KA SAHARA,  Chief  of 
Staff,  end  Colonel  TAJ. t'RA,  Chief  of  tho  Operations  Section. 

It  was  not  clear  to  me  whether  a  var  against  the 
Soviet  Union  v/ould  be  carried  on.  I  know  or.ly  of  nr- 1 tors 
related  to  operations.  . attors  concerning  the  political 
aims  of  war  against  Soviet  Russia  wore  under  the  authority 
of  tho  government,  and  I  know  nothing  about  thorn.  As  for 
tho  operations  plan  against  Soviet  Russia  for  SJ.C7A  1? 

1943/  tho  Army  General  Staff  gave  us  no  now  dir  actives 
whatever.  Therefore,  according  to  tho  general  practice 
in  the  Army,  tho  pl-r.  for  SIJCWA  17  '1942  '  vas  followed 
in  SRC7A  lc‘  '194 3'  r.s  well. 

Immodiatoly  after  ray  assumption  of  office  in  October 
1941  as  Chief  of  the  5th  Section  (Soviet-relations)  of 
tho  2nd  Department,  Lieuter.  .nt  General  CAA.  OTC,  Seifuku, 
tho  Chief  of  tho  2nd  department,  favo  mo  an  order  in  his 
office  to  deliver  the  intelligence  relating  to  the 
Soviet  Union  collected  by  the  rth  Section  to  the  16th 
Section  (GERI'AI  RELATIOUS)  of  tho  2nd  Department.  Cn 
this  occasion,  Lt. -General  OiJAi  CTO  explainc-d  to  me  that 
tho  intelligon.ee  was  wanted  by  TRETSCI  ;'AR,  Gorman 
military  attache.  Thenceforth,  in  accordance  with  tho 
orders  riven  by  Lt. -General  ClAi  CTC,  Soifuku,  Chief  of 
tho  2nd  Department,  and  his  successor  Lt. -General 
ARISU3,  Saizo,  I  systematically  forv/ardod  to  the  16th 
Section  (C2R!AF  RELATIONS)  for  Colons  /LETSCKFSR  the 
intelligence  regarding  Soviet  military  forces,  their 
disposition  in  the  Far  East,  v/ar  potential  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  movement  of  Soviet  divisions  to  the  west  from  the 
Far  East,  internal  movements  of  Soviet  strength,  end 
reconstruction  of  the  withdrawn  Soviet  industries.  These 
intellit  ences  v/ora  based  upon  materials  reported  to  tho 
General  Staff  Office  from  Japanese  military  attaches  in 
kCSCOrV  and  various  other  intelli,  ance  sources.  They 
wore  arranged  by  officers  of  my  section  and  after  my 
examination  /ere  delivered  directly  to  the  16th  Section. 
Somotimos  important  ones  ■/ere  delivered  to  the  l6th  Section 
after  I  had  examined  them  and  after  Chief  of  the  2nd 
department  had.  gone  over  them. 


PURL :  http ://w w w.legal-tools . org/doc/3  82225/ 


Doc.  He.  ?672 


•■«£*  3 


The  task  of  the  Sixth  Arry  was  to  stand  or.  the 
defensive  in  the  LSIJ'GAr  mounteln-ranro  against  the 
Soviet  Arny  from  ZA3AIF-ALYE  and  cover' the  offensive 
operation  of  the  First  Front. 

Tho  operations  plan  against  Soviet  Russia  for  SECVA 
1?  / 19^2 /  was  sif.ro d  by  Gon-rnl  UUEZU,  Commander  of  tho 
Kv/antung  Army,  Lieutenant-General  KASAHARA,  Chief  of 
Staff,  '»nd  Colonel  TA:  IORA,  Chiof  of  the  Operations  Section. 

It  was  not  clear  to  mo  whether  a  war  against  the 
Soviet  Union  would  be  carried  on.  I  know  only  of  matters 
related  to  operations.  . attors  concerning  the  political 
aims  of  war  against  Soviet  Russia  were  under  the  authority 
of  the  government,  end  I  know  nothing  about  them.  As  for* 
the  operations  plan  against  Soviet  Russia  for  SJ.C’rA  18 
'I943/  the  Army  General  Staff  gave  us  no  now  directives 
whatever.  Therefore,  according  to  the  gonural  practice 
in  the  Army,  the  pirn  for  SKCWA  17  /194?/  was  followed 
in  SHC77A  lf-  /19<3/  r.s  well. 

Imm:.di?.toly  after  my  assumption  of  office  in  October 
19^1  as  Chief  of  the  ^th  Section  (Soviet-relations)  of 
the  2nd  Department,  Liouter.  .rt  General  OIX  GTC,  Seifuku, 
the  Chiof  of  the  2nd  department,  gavri  mo  an  order  in  his 
office  to  deliver  tho  intelligence  relating  to  the 
Soviet  Union  collected  by  tho  **th  Section  to  the  l£th 
Section  (GERTAi  RELATICUS)  of  tho  2nd  Department.  Cn 
this  occasion,  Lt. -General  OKA)  CTO  explained  to  me  that 
the  intelligence  was  wanted  by  KRETSC!  MR,  Gorman 
military  attache.  Thenceforth,  in  accordance  with  tha 
orders  riven  by  Lt. -General  CiAiCTC,  Seifuku,  Chief  of 
tho  2nd  Department,  and  his  successor  Lt. -General 
ARISUE,  Seizo,  I  systematically  forv/ardod  to  tho  16th 
Section  (CER!  AN  RELATIONS)  for  Colonel  I'RETSCHFSR  the 
intelligence  regarding  Soviet  military  forces,  their 
disposition  in  tho  Far  East,  war  potential  of  tho  Soviet 
T;ni°n,  movement  of  Soviet  divisions  to  the  west  from  tho 
Far  East,  internal  movements  of  Soviet  strength,  end 
reconstruction  of  the  withdrawn  Soviet  industries.  Those 
intelligences  were  based  upon  mr> tor ials  reported  to  tho 
General  Staff  Office  from  Japanese  military  ttochos  in 
kGSCGV/  and  various  other  intollir.  encc  sources.  They 
wore  arranged  by  officers  of  my  section  and  after  my 
examination  wore  delivered  dir-ctly  to  the  16th  Section. 
Sometimes  important  ones  ware  delivered  to  tho  l£th  Section 
after  I  had  examined  thorn  and  after  Chief  of  the  2nd 
Department  had.  gone  over  them. 
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Wo  used  to  deliver  intelligence  to  the  16th  Section 
(in  charge  of  Gorman  aff?:irs  about  onco  r  month. 

Tho  above  Mrs  written  by  my  own  ban’  and  tho  contents 
are  true. 


(Signed) 

.  'ATSU  URA,  Tcj.okr.tsu 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  bo fere  the 
undersigned  officer  by  tho  abovn-nansd 
L'ATSUl  URA,  Tonoke.tsu,  at  tho  Soviet  Embassy 
Building,  Tokyo,  Japan,  this  day  27th  of 
September,  1$*6. 

/sif-ned/  rcl-.nd  J.  Schwartz _ 

Roland  J.  Schwartz  Captain  V . C . 

Summary  Courts  I  artial 

CERTIFICATE 

I,  2d  Lt.  John  D.  Rattori,  horoby  certify  that  I 
am  fully  conversant  with  tho  Japanese  and  English  languages, 
and  that  this  day,  tho  s^.id  Iiatsumura,  Torokatsu,  was  duly 
sworn  in  my  presence  and  signed  said  Affidavit  under  oath 
in  ny  presence?  and  that  all  proceedings  incidental  to 
tho  administration  of  said  op.th  and  the  signing  of  said 
affidavit  wore  truly  and  correctly  translated  from  Japan ?sa 
into  English  and  English  into  Japanese  and  fully  under¬ 
stood  and  comprohsndod  by  said  Affiant. 

Dated  this  27th  day  of  September,  1?'.6,  *t 

Tokyo,  Japan. 


/si(,ned 1  John  P.  Hattori 
JOHT  D.  HATTCRI 
2d  Lt.  Central 
Interrogation  Section. 
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